CrAuUDIA Losi — ANTONIO MARRAS
Corps exquis

It all started with a correspondence between friends,
based on a number of shared outlooks.

The event was given when Antonio Marras was invited to
collaborate on the closing event of Claudia Losi’s Balena
Project.

The Balena Project draws inspiration from extraordinary
stories, dating back to the last century, of a number
of preserved whales, like Goliath, Jonah and Erkules,
which were toured around Europe for decades as circus
attractions. Furthermore, fossil bones of large cetaceans
were discovered at the end of the 19® century in the hills
where they were beached several geological eras ago.

It is a project in progress, started in 2004, consisting in
the creation of a life-size fabric Fin Whale, 24 metres
long, and made of wool fabric, fibre padding and an in-
flatable air chamber.

As soon as it was completed, the whale set off on her jour-
ney, a long voyage through a number of places and situa-
tions. It came to life in performances. It travelled around
Italy and the other countries that hosted it. Workshops
were constructed around her, involving both adults and
children, with performances and meetings. It was the
driving force behind a vast range of diverse experiences.
During Les Funerailles de la Baleine, October 2010, the
Fin Whale was taken apart and the materials that it was
made of were recycled in new forms.

Antonio Marras designed the jackets in which the skin of
the Whale was transformed. This was the closing stage of
the Balena Project.

The jackets are lined with a fabric on which a selection
of the many stories and images gathered in a hypothetical
‘captain’s log’ (kept since the beginning of the project)
were printed.

Following the complete transformation of the Whale’s
body, there was a further exchange of information: with
a pinch of surrealism, Antonio Marras and Claudia Losi
sent each other sketches, drawings and collages, calling
on each other to contribute with their own interventions
and additions.

1102 Ayenue[ ,0¢ — 0I0T JAqWAI(] p€ ‘VOPUOT]
‘£SUBAd(] YIIPH PUE OUBLIOS UID[YILY [IIm
€31 £ONT pue 1pIedg 1qen) £q pajeInd
Qprquapl uorysp,] 4y : 24vmyy

Arerodwoluon) SO - SUY jo Awopedy [eLoy a1 1B
UOIIIIYX3 9Y3 JO UOISEII0 3y3 uo pasnpoid 39301

sinbxao sdio7)

SVIYVIN OINO.INY — ISOTT VIANVT))

It all took place 1n real time, on the spur of the moment,
off the cuff.

This envelope withholds the eclectic outcome of that
epistolary exchange.
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Aftermath of the hunt: Villagers of Barrow, Alaska, wielding long flensing tools, slice they save the skin and its thin laver of attached fat called muktik-—considered a deli

blubber from a bowhead whale they have just landed. Discarding much of the carcass cacy by Eskimos. The United States allows only aboriginal Americans to hunt whales
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damaged anemone will discard it ifit finds a whole one of the preferred type. It uses
the anemones as weapons. Threaten a grenadier crab and it will turn toward you
and wave its anemones in your direction. If'you come close enough, the anemones
will sting you. The weapons are very eflective.

What benefit the anemone derives from all this is uncertain, because the crab
also steals food from its companion. It will ‘groom’ its anemones, with its walking-
feeding legs, removing small particles that cling to their surfaces and eating any
that are edible, but it will also try to take food in the vicinity of the anemone and
even to remove food from the tentacles after the anemone has caught it.

Team work of the highest order, however, is found further down the
evolutionary scale among animals much simpler, or apparently so, than the crabs.

Sponges are animals, the simplest of all multicelled animals. As adults they are
incapable of movement, but grow ‘branches’, and for this reason they were thought
to be plants until closer observation of them in the eighteenth century revealed
characteristics that are clearly animal, but different from the characteristics of any
other group of animals. Sponges have existed for more than a billion years, but no
other animals have evolved [rom them and they have no close relatives. They have
no internal organs: no mouth, no gut, no nervous system, but are organized around
a system of canals through which water passes, food particles being filtered from it

and waste pl()dll( ts added. . ) Sk

The origin of sponges is obscure, but one theory holds that they 2re deriv redfrom

colonies of single-celled protozoa. The cells of which a sponge is composed perform .

specialist tasks, but they remain relatively independent and inost of them are able

to live alone. This gives the sponges remarkable regenerative powers, which can

demonstrated by passing one through a silk screen. The screen breaks the animal
into minute [ragments. Ifconditions are suitable, these iragments will recombine to

form several new sponges, each individual cell movirg to the position relative tothe”

others which it occupied in the original sponge. Spenges are cultured by cutting a
living sponge to picces, attaching the pieces to blocks of conerete, gmd t)la,:".ng taem
in the sea to regenerate. | " ;

It seems likely, then, that a sponge is not so muc haz: : u.mml as,a colony of single-
celled, amoeba-like individuals that work together, cach individuai «v winlizing for
a role in the community. Some of these cells, known as dl(lh“i( ytess, ure able o
form other types of cells as these are needed. ;

There is no doubt whatever that the xlplmnuphmdns consist,of sach ‘colonies.
The best-known member of the order Siphanophora is Physalia; the Portuguese
man o’ war, whose tentacles may extend for several metres below the surface on
which the colony floats, and can deliver a painful, even dangerous, sting.

The colony consists of hydras, animals that may exist 2s medusae, as polyps, 0. as

both, at different stages in their life cycles. The medusa is a iree-swimming araral,

shaped like an umbrella. Its mouth is situated at the centre of the censave
underside and tentacles hang from the rim of the umbrella. We recognize the semi-
transparent, soft-bodied medusae as jellyfisk. The polyp consists of a”tube,
anchored by its base to a solid surface and with a mouth, surrounded by about five
tentacles, at the outer end. The surface layers of both types of hydra, and! especially
the tentacles, contain cnidocytes, cells uniqae to the Dh\'lum (:udaria, to which all
these animals belong. The enidocytes carry the stinging a';palalus in the form of
nematocysts: there are several types of these, but they consist essentially” ol a
thread-like tube, often barbed, that in some species (vmdms a poison. The
nematocyst is discharged explosively upon receipt of an ap; opriace stimulus,
cither completely or with one end still attached to the hydra, urd 1is purpose is 10
capture food. All hydra are carnivores, and their nematocysts either entangle the
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